24th Sunday of the Year

13th September 2015

Dear Parishioners,
In recent weeks we have started to glimpse the first signs of
autumn. As the leaves change in colour and texture, we realise that
in due course they will wither and fall, a stark reminder that nature
moves relentlessly in a rhythm in which the lushness of life gives way
to the starkness of death.
There is a similar rhythm in the unfolding of the Gospel
story. Today’s extract taken from chapter 8 of St Mark’s Gospel
is a pivotal piece, not only in St Mark’s account, but also in the
liturgical calendar. It signifies a clear change in direction and a new
perspective on the ministry of Jesus. From now on Jesus openly
begins to teach his disciples what is in store for him. “And he began
to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to suffer grievously,
to be rejected…… to be put to death”. He also indicates what is in
store for those who wish to follow him: “If anyone wants to be a
follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and
follow me”.
On these Sundays of September that are dominated by
sports and All Ireland Finals, we are reminded that the competing
players have reached the pinnacle of their dreams by total dedication,
personal commitment and sheer effort. What is true of a sporting life
is also true of a Christian one. Jesus wants dedicated followers, not
admirers; workers in the harvest, not onlookers. Yes, his followers
must take up their cross and follow him; not just a brief journey,
but every single day. And that cross will come in many shapes and
sizes: pain, sickness, disappointment, opposition, criticism, sorrow
and distress. We have to endure dying and rising in the ordinary
circumstances of life. We must die to our common ways of thinking
– taking the easy option, seeking gratification, looking after our own
interests. We have to put on a new mind – being concerned with
justice, truthfulness, honesty and respect for life. St James pulls no
punches. He wants practical action to prove the validity of pious talk.
In light of the terrible tragedy of the refugee crisis that is dominating
the news, his words are very relevant. If good works do not go with
faith, it is quite dead.
May what we express with our lips at Mass, find expression
in the way we live our lives in the coming week.
With every blessing, Colum Curry PP
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